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The Dublin Foundation Funds 

Dublin Robotics Boosters; 
Students to Create “ShowBot”

(Dublin, Ohio – (Feb. 12, 2010) – The Dublin Foundation – a tax-exempt organization that distributes grant money to help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community – has once again decided to support the Dublin Robotics Boosters.

Robotics programs in Dublin City Schools impact students directly by inspiring them to develop science and technology skills while also building self-confidence and leadership skills. Locally, 90 percent of robotics students go on to major in engineering or science in college.

The $2,500 grant will be used to give local high school robotics students the opportunity to build an interactive Show Robot or “ShowBot.” Building a robot that can talk, throw a ball, move objects and respond to voice commands, gives students the opportunity to experiment and learn in a hands-on environment. In addition to being challenged intellectually, students also learn how to work in teams, problem solve, deal with pressure and think outside the box — all skills that will be essential to these students after graduation.

“The ShowBot program will allow many more students to actively participate in designing and building a robot,” says Greg King, faculty co-advisor to the Dublin City Schools FIRST Robotics Team.  “New team members will gain experience they can put to use on the competition robots and our younger veterans will gain valuable leadership experience.”
High school robotics students currently build a robot to compete in an annual national competition, however, that robot must meet specific competition requirements and is difficult to transport. The ShowBot will give students creative freedom as they work together to build their own robot. Not only is this an invaluable learning experience for the students, but the ShowBot will be on display throughout Central Ohio, at school events, sporting venues, parades, festivals and fundraisers, garnering attention for all levels of the robotics program. 

“The support of the Dublin Foundation for the robotics programs in the Dublin City Schools has been instrumental in our continued growth and our ability to reach more students,” says King. “We will be able to start from the ground-up to design a robot specifically for demonstrations in the community.”

In the past two years alone, the number of participants in Dublin robotics programs has more than doubled. The addition of the ShowBot will aid the programs’ growth and increase students’ knowledge and enjoyment of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).

“With this financial support, the members of the high school robotics team, under the guidance of Greg King, will be able to build an interactive, portable and fun robot to showcase our robotics programs to students in Dublin and Central Ohio,” says Gary Gao, vice president of grants for Dublin Robotics Boosters. “The ShowBot will serve as the mascot of Dublin robotics programs and will be a great tool to entice students to join the robotics at all levels.”
The Dublin Foundation’s mission is to improve, enhance and enrich the quality of life for all residents in Dublin and surrounding communities. With the assistance of The Columbus Foundation, it receives and invests charitable gifts from individuals, families, businesses and other groups. Applications are received quarterly and reviewed by a Board of Governors. These monies are then distributed to approved applicants for grants and projects that help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community. Since The Dublin Foundation’s inception in 1982, more than $350,000.00 in grants have been approved and issued for the following categories: Arts and Cultural Endeavors, Civic Affairs and Community Services, Education, Environment, Health, Human Services and Safety, Historic Preservation and Recreation. 
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