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The Dublin Foundation Funds 

KidSMILES Pediatric Dental Clinic

(Dublin, Ohio – (Oct. 18, 2010) – The Dublin Foundation – a tax-exempt organization that distributes grant money to help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community – has decided to support KidSMILES Pediatric Dental Clinic, a charitable organization that provides affordable dental care for children in the community.

KidSMILES was founded in 2008 by Jim Homon, DDS, a local orthodontist and 25-year Dublin resident. The mission of the organization is to provide quality dental care and education to children at an affordable cost to families. In fact, the organization will provide a variety of dental services for just $10 per visit. The clinic, which will be located on Bethel Road, is currently raising funds to refurbish the building and spread the word about the organization.

“The $3000 grant from The Dublin Foundation will go toward an educational outreach program regarding the importance of oral health, as well as toward helping children in need receive dental care,” said Executive Director Julie Homon.
According to KidSMILES and the Ohio Department of Health, there is a segment of children who do not receive dental care because their families cannot afford the cost. Because these families are above the Federal Poverty Line, they do not qualify for Medicaid. That is where KidSMILES comes in — it is the only clinic in Central Ohio to treat children without requiring their parents to qualify financially. 

Currently, KidSMILES has recruited more than 200 dental professionals to volunteer their time to staff the clinic. If 50 percent of the dental community volunteers just one day per year, the clinic could be staffed four to five days every week of the year. Initially, the clinic will be open one day per week. As the organization grows and gains volunteers, it is hoped that the clinic will be open five days per week with the goal of treating 10,000 pediatric patients each year. For more information about KidSMILES, please visit http://www.kidsmilesclinic.com/.

The Dublin Foundation’s mission is to improve, enhance and enrich the quality of life for all residents in Dublin and surrounding communities. With the assistance of The Columbus Foundation, it receives and invests charitable gifts from individuals, families, businesses and other groups. Applications are received quarterly and reviewed by a Board of Governors. These monies are then distributed to approved applicants for grants and projects that help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community. Since The Dublin Foundation’s inception in 1982, more than $350,000.00 in grants have been approved and issued for the following categories: Arts and Cultural Endeavors, Civic Affairs and Community Services, Education, Environment, Health, Human Services and Safety, Historic Preservation and Recreation. 
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