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The Dublin Foundation Funds 
Art Council Project: Ripple Effect
(Dublin, Ohio – (Aug. 10, 2009) – The Dublin Foundation – a tax-exempt organization that distributes grant money to help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community – has once again decided to help fund the Dublin Art Council’s RiverboxTM project. 

According to Gayle Holton, President of the Dublin Foundation, access to the Scioto River has been identified as a high priority for the citizens of Dublin and Dublin Arts Council continues to find ways to make that a reality.  

In order to utilize the arts, the river, local parks and art venues along the river, Dublin Arts Council originally launched a program in 2006 entitled Ripple Effect, designed to encompass ongoing opportunities for visual, performing and interpretive art projects associated with investigation of the Scioto River.  

Riverboxes, launched in 2007 as part of the Ripple Effect program, are inspired by the hobbies of Letterboxing (or Geocaching). The project is a mix of treasure hunting, art, navigation and the exploration of interesting, scenic and sometimes remote places. Today, with the use of clues and navigational information, community members and their families can enjoy the scenic views of the Scioto River and four small-scale public artworks along the way. Each Riverbox has a unique artistic stamp with a stamp pad and a journal or notebook. Explorers can bring the their own stamp, locate a Riverbox and then trade the stamped images in their journal with that of the Riverbox journal.  
According to David Guion, Executive Director of Dublin Arts Council since 2005, Phase One of the Riverbox project attracted 1,300 participants in 2007. 

“Not only are participants experiencing this artistic talent, but they are being educated on their journey together. These unique artworks serve as a sense of exploration and have been satisfying the community’s interest with the river,” said Guion.  

Acknowledging the many journal entries on online posts that requested a continuation of the project, Dublin Arts Council sought to add to the program with new artists and three more Riverboxes in 2009.

“Our aim is to encourage individuals and families to seek out the new Riverboxes in order to reinvigorate the program, expand educational opportunities and keep interest in the Scioto River through multigenerational communication and sharing,” Guion explained.

The artists were selected in June and the boxes will be built and installed by late August. Clues to the whereabouts of the new Riverboxes will be available Sept. 11, 2009. The Dublin Foundation supported the effort with a $1,000 grant.  

“The Dublin Foundation has been extremely generous to Dublin Arts Council over the years. We could not offer this type of programming without the Dublin Foundation’s support. The Dublin community is truly enhanced by such generosity, with a board that understands the impact programs such as Riverboxes have on fostering a cherished quality of life for residents and guests,” concluded Guion
The Dublin Foundation’s mission is to improve, enhance and enrich the quality of life for all residents in Dublin and surrounding communities. With the assistance of The Columbus Foundation, it receives and invests charitable gifts from individuals, families, businesses and other groups. Applications are received quarterly and reviewed by a Board of Governors. These monies are then distributed to approved applicants for grants and projects that help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community. Since its inception in 1982, the Dublin Foundation (formerly known as the Dublin Fund), more than $350,000.00 in grants have been approved and issued for the following categories: Arts and Cultural Endeavors, Civic Affairs and Community Services, Education, Environment, Health, Human Services and Safety, Historic Preservation and Recreation. 
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