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Facts : 

1. Dublin Foundation selects 2012 Emerald Celebration Honorees

2. The Emerald Celebration is the largest fund raiser for the Dublin Foundation, enabling the group to carry on its mission to “support the community and its non-profit organizations by raising, investing, and dispersing funds for the betterment of the Dublin community.”

The Dublin Foundation Selects Herbert and Leona Jones as 2012 Emerald Celebration Honorees

(Dublin, Ohio – November 16, 2011) – The Dublin Foundation – a tax-exempt organization that distributes grant money to help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community – has selected Herbert Warren Jones and Leona M. Jones as the honorees for the 2012 Emerald Celebration. 
The Emerald Celebration is the largest fundraiser for the Dublin Foundation, enabling the group to carry on its mission to “support the community and its non-profit organizations by raising, investing and dispersing funds for the betterment of the Dublin community.” 
Emerald Celebration honorees must be a community volunteer, either corporate or resident, who has resided or worked in the Dublin area for an extended time. The contributions of the recipient should benefit the overall community in multiple ways and the individual must not currently hold an elected position. 

“Herb and Leona exemplify all the criteria for this honor. They have committed their lives to the Dublin community,” said Chris Kelley, president, Dublin Foundation Board of Governors.  “Their contributions cross multiple segments of the community from cultural endeavors to historic preservation, promotion of the City and its historic district as well as education of both adults and children in Dublin. It is a great honor to be able to pay tribute to them during our Foundation’s 30th Anniversary Year.”   

Serving the Dublin community for more than 50 years, both Herbert and Leona have played an important role in preserving and sharing the history of Dublin. With honors such as the Grand Leprechaun of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Grand Marshall of the Fourth of July Parade, their passion for the City of Dublin is obvious. In April 2010, they were both presented with the President of the United States Call to Service Award by the Dublin City Council for their more than 4,000 hours of volunteer service. 
Leona Jones has been a member of the Dublin community for more than 60 years. She was instrumental in forming the Ladies Auxiliary and served as the President for the Dublin Volunteer Fire Department in the 1960s. Further, she helped resurrect the Dublin Coronet Band during the Bicentennial in 2010 and has served the Dublin Historical Society in many roles since 1974. An Ambassador for the Dublin Convention and Visitor Bureau and a long-time member of the Dublin Fund Board of Governors, Leona is a proud member of the Ann Simpson Davis Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Herbert Jones is a class of 1955 graduate of Washington Local High School and has lived in Dublin for the past 64 years. He served with the U.S. Naval Reserve from 1956 to 1964 and is a retired teacher. Herbert was a volunteer firefighter for the Washington-Perry Township Fire Department for more than 30 years, where he obtained the rank of Captain. One of his contributions was his role as part of the Dublin Charter Commission (1978), a group responsible for transitioning the governing of Dublin from a mayor to city manager form of government. He has held such volunteer roles as an Ambassador for the Dublin Convention and Visitor Bureau, a member of the Dublin Chamber Commission, a member of the cemetery commission and a board member of the Historic Dublin Association. In fact, he is known as the "go to" person for anything dealing with the history of Dublin.  
The Jones’ have been married for 52 years and have two children (Scott and Kim) and five grandchildren. They are members of the Dublin Community Church and enjoy visiting National Park Sites. 

The Foundation’s 30th Annual Emerald Celebration will be held February 25 at the Columbus Marriott Northwest on Blazer Parkway. All proceeds from the celebration will benefit the Dublin Foundation and the community programs it supports. Tickets can be purchased for $100 per person. Corporate tables can be purchased for $1500. For more information or to purchase tickets, please visit http://www.dublinfoundation.org.   

The Dublin Foundation’s mission is to improve, enhance and enrich the quality of life for all residents in Dublin and surrounding communities. With the assistance of The Columbus Foundation, it receives and invests charitable gifts from individuals, families, businesses and other groups. Applications are received quarterly and reviewed by a Board of Governors. These monies are then distributed to approved applicants for grants and projects that help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community. Since The Dublin Foundation’s inception in 1982, more than $350,000.00 in grants have been approved and issued for the following categories: Arts and Cultural Endeavors, Civic Affairs and Community Services, Education, Environment, Health, Human Services and Safety, Historic Preservation and Recreation. 
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