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The Dublin Foundation Supports
Ronald McDonald House Charities Central Ohio 
(Dublin, Ohio – (Feb. 1, 2012) – The Dublin Foundation – a tax-exempt organization that distributes grant money to help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community – has awarded a $3,000 grant to the Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) of Central Ohio to support the Helping Hands Program. 
According to Angela Hartley, Development Director of RMHC of Central Ohio, the funds will help close the gap between what Dublin area families staying at the Ronald McDonald House of Central Ohio are able to pay and what the room/service actually costs, through use of a temporarily restricted fund.

The first Ronald McDonald House of Central Ohio opened in 1982 to provide lodging for families whose children face life-threatening illness. Today, the organization is located adjacent to Nationwide Children’s Hospital and is the second largest Ronald McDonald House in the U.S. with 80 guest rooms. The house provides families a refuge from the hospital and keeps them together during times of crisis. In 2011, the Ronald McDonald House served nearly 3,000 families, providing 20,000 nights of rest.  
Hartley stated that families are asked to contribute $20 per night; however, no family is ever turned away due to inability to pay. The actual cost to provide services is approximately $100 per room, per night. The Helping Hands Program supported nearly 2,500 nights of rest for families from 2009-2011. 
The original Ronald McDonald House was established in 1974 in Philadelphia. Today, there are more than 315 Ronald McDonald House programs in 30 countries. Although each house varies in size, facility and services, all have the same basic mission and are sustained through contributions from their local community.
The Dublin Foundation’s mission is to improve, enhance and enrich the quality of life for all residents in Dublin and surrounding communities. With the assistance of The Columbus Foundation, it receives and invests charitable gifts from individuals, families, businesses and other groups. Applications are received quarterly and reviewed by a Board of Governors. These monies are then distributed to approved applicants for grants and projects that help meet the continually evolving needs of the Dublin community. Since The Dublin Foundation’s inception in 1982, more than $350,000.00 in grants have been approved and issued for the following categories: Arts and Cultural Endeavors, Civic Affairs and Community Services, Education, Environment, Health, Human Services and Safety, Historic Preservation and Recreation. 
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